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Gerry was a rich __________ . He loved money more than __________ or anyone.

One day, he was walking to the __________ . He had a bag with 10 gold __________ in his pocket. On the way, 

the bag fell out of his pocket, but he didn’t __________ it.

Later that __________ , two children were walking down the same street. They saw the __________ . They 

took it home and __________ it to their father, Mr Brown. He __________ the bag at once and returned it 

__________ to Gerry.

Gerry was happy to get his money __________ and thought of a __________ to earn more. He went to the po-

lice station and said there were __________ gold pieces in the bag. Ten gold pieces were __________ . Mr Brown 

must have taken them.

The police __________ Mr Brown. He __________ taking any gold.

The police officer knew Gerry was a __________ person and __________ his story, but had no way of determin-

ing who was lying. Then he had an idea. He knew how to __________ the truth.

He told Mr Brown to keep the gold. He told Gerry this bag didn’t __________ to him because it had only 10 gold 

pieces. If __________ finds 20 gold pieces, the police would __________ him in the future.

Gerry __________ and demanded the return of his 10 gold pieces. He admitted to __________ about the 20 

gold pieces. The police officer didn’t __________ his mind. He said he couldn’t believe Gerry because he would 

say anything to __________ himself.

The officer left __________ because he was able to __________ a problem and find the __________ with a few 

simple sentences.

1. notice  a. insist

2. scheme  b. observe

3. doubt  c. verify

4. demand d. scam

5. determine   e. distrust

1. Mr Brown was a rich farmer.  T or F

2. The children returned the gold to the owner.  T or F

3. The police doubted Gerry.  T or F

4. In the end, Mr Brown took the gold home.  T or F

5. Gerry hurt himself with a lie.  T or F

What, a Greedy Man?

Gap fill
Listen to the story and fill in the blanks. 

True or false
Choose the correct answer.

Synonym match
Match the words or phrases.
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1. police / his / mind / change / officer / The / didn’t

2. father / Mr / it / and / their / to / it / home / showed / They / Brown / took

3. He / discover / knew / the / truth / to / how

4. and / to / in / said / He / station / pieces / police / gold / 20 / there / went / were / the / the / bag

5. pocket / gold / his / pieces / 10 / a / had / He / with / in / bag
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1. What is the story’s setting?

2. Why did the father take the coins to the 

owner?

3. Retell the story from the perspective of a 

greedy man.

4. What are the pros and cons of the being 

honest?

5. What message does the story teach? 

6. Do you agree with the message? 

What, a Greedy Man?

Anagrams
Move letters. Make a new word. 

ESL discussion questions
Talk about the story

Writing practice
Put the words in the correct order.
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